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541-997-1994
EventCenter.org
715 Quince St.

CALL TODAY!

WE’VE GOT WHAT YOU NEED FOR 
YOUR NEXT GATHERING

Affordable rentals of:
• Tables & Chairs
• Punch Bowls
• PA Systems

• Place Settings 
• Podiums
• Pipe & Drapery

...and things you didn’t know you needed!

*Pandemic protocols in place.

Introducing the new 

This monthly guide 
— published by the 

Siuslaw News, 
Florence Events 
Center and area 

partners — contains 
information on the 
arts, entertainment 
and events on the 

Central Oregon 
Coast. 

To submit, email  
editor@thesiuslaw 

news.com

FLORENCE FLORENCE 
CENTER STAGECENTER STAGE

Meet authors & publishers at Festival of Books
The Florence Festival of Books (FFOB) 

is the community’s chance to meet 
and chat with authors, such as Melody 
Carlson, Bob Welch and William Sulli-
van, and have them sign a book. More 
than 50 authors and five publishers, 
including Oregon State University 
Press, are signed up to participate 
in the book fair portion of the 10th 
book festival, held in Florence on 
Saturday, Sept. 18, at the Florence 
Events Center, 715 Quince St., be-
tween 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

No admission is charged.
Everyone is invited to come see 

what’s new. This year, 20 new authors are 
participating. And among the returning 
authors, many have new books. 

Because this is a book fair for publishers 
as well, expect to see returning publishers 
as well as new ones. This provides an op-
portunity to pitch an idea or manuscript 
and be back next year as a participant.

Besides the book fair, additional FFOB 
activities take place the day before on Fri-
day, Sept. 17, at 7 p.m., with Melody Carl-
son as the Keynote Speaker. 

As the author of more than 250 books, 

she is one of America’s most prolific 
and beloved Romance authors. She also 
writes for teens and tweens and has had 
more than one of her books turned into a 
Hallmark movie. There will be no charge 
for the talk, but because space is limited, 
a ticket is required. So, call or stop by the 
Florence Events Center to reserve or pick 

up a ticket. 
Another Friday event, requiring no fee, 

is a panel discussion — “The Path from 
Writer to Author” — from 3 to 4:30 p.m. 
at the event center. This discussion will 

be between Bob Welch and William 
“Bill” Sullivan, two of Oregon’s most 
admired writers. 

Welch is an award-winning for-
mer newspaper columnist with Eu-
gene’s Register-Guard, who has writ-
ten more than 20 books on a variety 
of subjects in the non-fiction genre. 
He is also an inspirational speaker 
and teaches writing workshops and 

has been an adjunct professor of journal-
ism at the University of Oregon. 

Many of Sullivan’s books are hiking 
guides, and he wrote a hiking column for 
many years. He has also written six nov-
els, three travel and adventure books, and 
two Oregon histories. 

See BOOKS page 7
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When it’s  time to gather,
gather at our place!

FOR GROUPS OF 4 TO 400! 21,000 sq. ft. includes 8000 sq. ft. dividable fl oor space, conference rooms 
& 455 seat state-of-the-art theater.

541-997-1994
EventCenter.org
715 Quince St.

LET US DO THE DECORATING, CATERING & CLEAN-UP!

*Pandemic protocols strictly enforced for all events.

WE MAKE IT EASY!*

• Weddings
• Banquets
• Executive Retreats

• Conventions
• Fundraisers
• Conferences

• Reunions
• Birthdays
• Tradeshows
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On Friday, Sept. 3, and Satur-
day, Sept. 4, local ceramic artist 
Mike Schwartz will once again 
host his annual sale at his Mud-
music Studio. 

This will be an outdoor sale, 
rain or shine, so that social dis-
tancing may be maintained. Since 
the weather may be uncertain, the 
sale will be set up at the front of 
his garage just behind the over-
head door, so that both his visitors 
and ceramic art will be protected 
from the weather if necessary.

The artwork will be his unique 
signature pit-fired ceramic pieces. 
As the term implies, pit firing is an 
ancient process in which the piec-
es are not fired in a kiln, but rather 
in an open fire. No glazes are used; 
the dramatic colors achieved are 
due to the interaction of fire and 
smoke working on salts and met-
als applied to the ceramics. 

The pieces themselves are 

thrown by Schwartz on his potter’s 
wheel, so each is a one-of-a-kind 
work of art. 

A psychiatrist in his prior pro-
fessional life, Schwartz moved to 
Florence in 1995 and learned to 
become a potter to fulfill his view 
of retirement. 

“It’s all about reinvention — and 
retirement should not be spent 
just sitting around,” he said. 

Currently, Schwartz’s work can 
be seen in five Oregon coast gal-
leries, from Gardiner to Astoria. 
Locally, his work may be seen at 
the River Gallery on Bay Street 
year-round. Preview his art at 
www.mudmusicstudio.com.

The two-day sale will be from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. each day. Mudmusic 
Studio is located at 04899 Heceta 
Beach Road, 1.3 miles from High-
way 101.

For more information, call 541-
997-1012.

Local pit-fired ceramics studio 
hosting annual Labor Day SaleStudent art takes wing through Dragon Art Showcase

Students who attended Dragon 
Art Summer Camps this summer 
worked on a variety of ed-
ucational creative projects 
that will be on display in 
September at the Florence 
Events Center (FEC). The 
students were able to attend 
up to two camps thanks 
to the Siuslaw Education 
Foundation including Drag-
on Art in a grant supporting 
summer enrichment.

Student work will be 
available for viewing at the 
FEC starting Aug. 31 and 
will be up until Sept. 28 
during the FEC’s regular 
business hours. 

 The Florence Event Center’s 
Gallery Committee and FACE 
(Florence Arts, Culture & Enter-
tainment), a non-profit that sup-
ports the efforts of the FEC, will 
help celebrate the participating 
students’ show with a reception 

scheduled for Friday, Sept. 10, 
starting at 5 p.m. This event is 

open to the public.
The students’ course instruc-

tion was headed by local artist 
and Siuslaw school educator, 
Kassy Keppol. 

Keppol studied at Hollins Uni-
versity, receiving her master’s 
degree in children’s illustration, 

and has a lifetime of craft and 
art knowledge. She brings her 

professional art and edu-
cation expertise to our lo-
cal youth.  She also is the 
owner and creative behind 
the local arts organization, 
Dragon Art, kassykeppol.
com and Patreon.com/
dragonartco.

The Dragon Art summer 
programs helped keep the 
school doors open for stu-
dents to grow in decision 
making, inventiveness, lan-
guage and everyday con-
cepts in action, as well as 
positive self-esteem devel-

opment.
The students’ works will be for 

sale — with proceeds going to the 
students.  

For more information, in-
cluding how to help continue 
this program, contact Keppol at 
kkeppol@gmail.com. 
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Christina Voogd
#1 Realtor in Western Lane County
ABR, GRI, CRS, Principal Broker

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Northwest Real Estate
 

Florence Branch
PO Box 276, 1875 Hwy. 101 Florence OR 97439

 

Cell: 541 999-0239
Business Fax: 866-499-9414

cvoogd@bhhsnw.com
www.CallChristina.com Christina Voogd - Principal Broker

(541) 997-3434
FAX (541) 997-3435

733 Highway 101
Florence, OR 97439

541-997- 3815
88274 Rhododendron Drive

Find our menu on Facebook

Pizza • Burgers • Chicken
Open 11:00 AM daily. 

Open late for dine-in or take out.
Call-in orders welcome.

Full Bar• 2 Pool Tables 
4 Flatscreen TV’s

Video Lottery & Keno

Home of ‘What’cha Brewing?’
‘Keep Calm and Jerry On’

inbox@sereneabundancemagic.com
 1790 HWY 101, Florence, OR, 97439

F lorence is revving-up for both the an-
nual Rods N Rhodies Invitational Car 

Show and Benefit and the Community-wide 
Garage Sale. This year’s edition takes place 
primarily in and around Historic Old Town 
Florence on Friday and Saturday, Sept. 10 
and 11. The Community-wide Garage Sale 
continues through Sunday, Sept. 12. 

“At Rods N Rhodies, you know you’ll see 
some of the West Coast’s most gorgeous, 
amazing, awe-inspiring hot rods all around 
town,” said organizer Gary Cargill. “Up to 
125 of the west coast’s best high-end hot 
rods, rat rods, and custom cruisers from 
1976 and earlier will be in town. Some are 
worth up to a quarter-million dollars.” 

Though known primarily for the annual 
September event, Rods N Rhodies became 
its own local volunteer-led nonprofit in 2018 
with a renewed vision to provide automotive 
assistance to locals in need. This year’s event 
will be a benefit for their mission and goals.

“It’s a high-octane weekend at a spectacu-
lar time of year here in Florence,” said Flor-
ence Area Chamber of Commerce President/
CEO Bettina Hannigan. “We can’t know for 
sure right now what the COVID-19 reg-
ulations are going to be, but we expect all 

visitors and locals to abide by the Oregon 
Health Authority’s guidelines in effect at the 
time, and to bring their patience and good 
manners when attending, dining or shop-
ping.”

Friday starts with an all-comers “Kool Car 
Stand-Around” show-and-shine at the Port 
of Siuslaw parking lot at the east end of Bay 
Street There will be food, music and 100+ 
cars on display, including the 2019 event 
winners. Owners of any classic car are wel-
come to exhibit along with the invited vehi-
cles. 

Rods N Rhodies’ main event takes place 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Bay Street. 
The event also includes a classic Saturday 
night cruise in and around Old Town, a pok-
er walk and raffles with lots of prizes and 
awards for the exhibitors. 

Music from the 1950s to the ’70s will be 
provided all weekend by Russ Strohmeyer, a 
popular DJ on the car show circuit. 

“He’s a master, a car enthusiast, and his DJ 
equipment is to die for,” said Cargill.

Bargain hunters can pick up a guide 
to the Community-wide Garage Sale at 
the Siuslaw News office, 148 Maple St., at

See RODS page 7

Florence’s Rods N Rhodies 
Car Show Ready to Roll

Classic cars shine 
in Historic Old 
Town Florence 

during the annual 
Rods N Rhodies week-

end, Sept. 10 and 11.

Top hot rods, Communitywide Garage Sale 
return to Florence Sept. 10-12



The folks at the Florence Events Center and 
Florence Arts, Culture, & Entertainment want 
you to know that we’re back in the swing of 

things at The Florence Events Center.

Summertime in Florence is heating up ... and so is the FEC calendar!
The Florence Events Center staff and the folks at FACE (the 501c3 nonprofi t 

in support of the FEC) are open for business.
We’re showcasing in-person entertainment, 

The Florence Festival of Books, art gallery events, monthly meetings, and so much more.

Volunteer opportunities abound for both organizations:

Perhaps you’re interested in one or more of 
these opportunities...

and can share your talents and expertise to help welcome 
guests from western Lane County, and the world, to the FEC.

Get started by calling Kim Gomez during business hours.
Thank you -- and see you at the FEC!

The Florence Events Center
541-997-1994 | EventCenter.org

715 Quince Street | Florence OR 97439
FlorenceArts.org

• Florence Winter Music Festival • Kiwanis Kids Concerts • Florence Festivals of Books • The Galleries at the FEC • FACE’s Famous Indoor Yard Sale • Publicity & Advertising • Performance Grant Committee 

• Theater Assistants 

• Stage Crew 

• Event Crew 

• Event Set-Up 

• Sound Technicians 

• Lighting Technicians 

• Reception/Offi ce Crew

VOLUNTEER 
AT THE

FEC!

• Arts & Entertainment • FLORENCE CENTER STAGE • SEPTEMBER 20216
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TheSiuslawNews.com and in the 
Wednesday and Saturday editions of 
the newspaper that week. Maps will 
also be available at FlorenceChamber.
com. 

People can then cruise the bargain 
trail all weekend to stop by dozens of 
commercial and private sales all over 
town.

On Saturday, Bay Street will be 
blocked to regular traffic beginning 
at 7 a.m. for exhibitors to enter at the 
west end at Kingwood. 

From 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. cars will be on 
display along both sides of the street, 
there will be themed music, and raffle 
tickets for sale with a different win-
ner’s name drawn every half hour. 

The awards presentation begins at 
4 p.m. with exhibitors vying for the 
Merchant Award, Children’s Choice 
Award, Peoples’ Choice Award, and 
Best of Show Award. Visitors are in-
vited to vote for the Peoples’ Choice 
by obtaining a ballot in Old Town and 
returning it by 3 p.m. 

According to Cargill, “Rod” and 
“Rhody” — retired teachers in blue 
and pink overalls like mechanics 
wore back in the day — will help kids 
with a special ballot for the Children’s 
Choice Award. Kids who vote receive 
a small goodie bag. 

“The couple will also inform the 
public about the Rods N Rhodies, 
Inc.’s Transportation Solutions Proj-
ect, which assists local families in 
need with transportation solutions,” 
Cargill added.

At 4:15 p.m., immediately following 
the awards presentation, cruisers will 
begin the annual classic car cruise in 
and around Historic Old Town.

“The cruise is one of the public’s 
and exhibitors’ favorite events during 
the weekend,” said Cargill. “Low and 
slow is the goal.”

Rods N Rhodies uses this annual 
event as a benefit to highlight Rods N 
Rhodies, Inc. and its Transportation 
Solutions Project.

“Most of us go through day-to-day 
activities without even thinking about 
how we will get to where we want to 

go,” Cargill said. “We have the means 
of transportation that is reliable and 
comfortable. However, within our 
community, there are those who 
struggle to make ends meet and don’t 
have that luxury.

“Many families who do own trans-
portation may not have the means to 
properly maintain the vehicle for safe-
ty and reliability. Sometimes it comes 
down to a choice between the car or 
food, clothing, or housing. An unex-
pected flat tire has been known to cost 
a person a job for making them late. 
A burned-out headlight or taillight 
yields an expensive citation. Worn out 
windshield wipers can impair vision 
leading to an accident. We want to 
change that for as many as possible.”

There are multiple levels of oppor-
tunity for businesses and individuals 
to sponsor various aspects of Rods N 
Rhodies during this year’s event or 
support their year-around charitable 
work. 

Contact Rods N Rhodies Presi-
dent Gary Cargill at 541-999-6513 or  
florencerodsnrhodies@gmail.com.

BOOKS from page 3

Sullivan’s “Listening for 
Coyote” was selected as 
one of the 100 most signif-
icant books in Oregon his-
tory by the Oregon Cultur-
al Heritage Commission. 

The FFOB Planning 
Committee is thrilled to 
host these three outstand-
ing authors. They will help 
make this 10th festival one 
of the best ever. 

It is a milestone year in 
more ways than one. 

Because of the pandem-
ic, the event was canceled 
in 2020. This year, because 
of the Delta variant, the 
event has 1/3 fewer tables 

than in the past, which 
will allow social distanc-
ing for those attending. 
Since the tables are either 
six or eight feet with space 
between, social distanc-
ing is already there for the 
participants.

The pandemic was tak-
en into consideration in 
the planning of the 2021 
Florence Festival of Books. 
Mark your calendar for 
September 17-18.

For more information, 
visit www.florencefestival 
ofbooks.org or reserve 
your free ticket for Melody 
Carlson through the Flor-
ence Events Center, 541-
997-1994.

William Sullivan Bob WelchMelody Carlson
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BeauxArts
Fine Art Materials

2285 Highway 101, Suite H  
(Coastal Fitness Plaza) 

Facebook & Instagram
@BeauxArtsFineArtMaterials

541.991.8213

CreateBe  Inspired!

– Art Supplies & Gift Certificates – 
– Workshops – 

1285 Bay Street, Old Town Florence
 (541) 902-8338

We are open for dine-in, take-out, sidewalk & patio seating

www.1285Restobar.com
FLORENCE

BEST OF
2020

VOTED

We are doing everything we can to safely 
serve our community.

We are open: Noon to 8pm every day

Patricia Lansing,
Acupuncturist & Herbalist

LansingCroft.com

JOIN OUR TEAM! 
Job Openings at the Florence Events Center: 

• Lead Cook 

• Food & Beverage Worker 

• Event Host 

• Patron Services  

More info at eventcenter.org/general/page/job-openings 

 

FEC cancels planned 25th anniversary
Due to the rise 

in COVID-19 cas-
es in the area and 
the Lane County 
advisory on events, 
the City of Flor-
ence announced 
that the Florence 
Events Center 25 
Year Celebration 
planned for Aug. 
25 was canceled.

According to 
a post about the 
canceled event on 
Facebook, event 
center staff wrote, “We will find ways 
throughout the year to celebrate the FEC 
and our community. We greatly appreciate 
the sponsors who provided support for this 
event. Thank you for your understanding 
and support.”

The announcement came Monday, just 
two days before the event had been planned 
for Aug. 25. The event would have been 
held outdoors, and would have included 
live music and a corn hole tournament.

“As you can imagine, we are all disap-
pointed that we need to cancel this event,” 
said Assistant City Manager Megan Mess-
mer. “It is in the best interest for the health 
and safety of our community members that 

we make this decision.”
Since the city had already purchased food 

and supplies for the event, Messmer said 
staff are creating a plan to “share that with 
the community.”

“We look forward to a time that we can 
come together and celebrate all our com-
munity has to offer,” she said. “In order to 
do so, we need to be healthy. Please help us 
take care of our friends and neighbors by 
following the public health guidelines so 
that we can get together soon.”

For more information about the City of 
Florence, visit ci.florence.or.us. For more 
information about the Florence Events 
Center, visit eventcenter.org.
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fl orencecharmtrail.com   •   @FlorenceCharmTrail

through Oregon’s Coastal Playground and make a 
personalized keepsake for friends and family.

NEW LOCATIONS & CHARMS
IN 2021

FOLLOW THE CHARM TRAIL

Organized by the Siuslaw News

FEC catering is now 
back up and running for 
all your in-house cater-
ing needs.

The Florence Events 
Center’s Catering Ser-
vices provides on-time, 
on-budget food and 

beverage services for 10 to 500 people that 
is simply delicious and can accommodate 

special dietary needs. Anyone who rents the 
facility can expect the best in full-service 
catering options and event planning from 
concept to completion for their next event. 

In addition, the FEC is looking to grow 
its catering team. The team needs servers, 
kitchen help, concessions, etc.

For more information, contact the FEC’s 
friendly staff at 541-997-1994 or FEC 
catering@eventcenter.org 

Let’s get cooking! CROW holds Holly Jolly Follies auditions
On Saturday, Sept. 

25, from 1 to 3 p.m. 
at the CROW Center 
for the Performing 
Arts, CROW will 
hold open auditions 
for limited solo, duet 
and specialty act 
spaces in the 2021 
Holly Jolly Follies.

The follies will be 
performed Dec. 3, 4 
and 5 at the Florence 
Events Center. This 
audition is for those 
who wish to be con-
sidered for a special 
performance slot, 
such as vocal soloists, dance 
group, variety act, etc. 

Please note, to perform 
only in the ensemble, you 
do not need to audition. All 
are welcome to join the gen-
eral cast of the Follies. Par-
ticipants just need to attend 
the first all-cast meeting on 

Saturday, Nov. 6, from 2 to 
5:30 p.m. at CROW Center 
for the Performing Arts, 
3120 Highway 101.

Specialty Act Auditions 
will be held Saturday, Sept. 
25, from 1 to 3 p.m. at the 
CROW Center for the Per-
forming Arts.

“Please mark your 
calendar, and begin 
working on your 
Follies piece that 
you’d like to share. 
We’d love to see 
what you can offer 
us!” CROW Artis-
tic Director Melanie 
Heard said. “You 
must show us the 
exact piece you are 
proposing for the 
show. It does not 
need to be 100% fin-
ished, but enough to 
show us what you 
have in mind.”

The best length for each 
piece is less than three 
minutes. If applicable, 
bring music on a device 
such as an iPod, Phone or 
MP3 player.

Email crowtheatrekids@
yahoo.com any questions 
or go to crowkids.com.

Suniga, Angels perform holiday concert
Tickets are on sale now for 

the first scheduled Christ-
mas production at the Flor-
ence Events Center this year. 

This Christmas “The 
Magic is Back” with Charles 
Suniga and the Angels. This 
will be an evening of season-
al holiday music kicking off 
the yuletide on Dec. 11. 

“We all want to get back to 
our traditions, and this has 
become a new tradition for 
me at Christmastime. Plus 

it’s in my home-
town,” said Suni-
ga.

A Florence na-
tive, Suniga has 
carved out a niche 
in the music in-
dustry with his 
renditions of tranquil, peace-
ful compositions established 
years ago with his “Moments 
of Peace” concept, captivat-
ing many around the world. 
He was nominated for the 

Grammy’s.
People are in-

vited to mark 
their calendar for 
Saturday, Dec. 11, 
at 6 p.m. Tickets 
are $20 each at 
the FEC box of-

fice or online. 
For more information 

about the concert, call the 
events center at 541-997-
1994 or visit www.event 
center.org.

Sparkle the Elf, played by Zhade Beers, 
encourages Sarge, Mike Smith, to “Find 
Joy at Christmastime” at the 2019 
Holly Jolly Follies.



Name ____________________________________Phone____________________________ 

Address___________________________________Email____________________________ 

Subdivision name (if any) ____________________________________

Dates (CIRCLE):

Times:         

Friday 9/10        

___________

Saturday 9/11  

___________          

Sunday 9/12 

___________

15-word description:(Date, times and address are included. Addition words over 15 are $0.50 each.)

___________   ___________    ___________      ___________ ___________ 

___________   ___________    ___________      ___________ ___________ 

___________   ___________    ___________      ___________ ___________

Add’l Words ___________   ___________    ___________      ___________ ___________   

Bring form and payment to 148 Maple St in Historic Old Town or 
mail to Siuslaw News PO Box 10, Florence, OR 97439  

Call 541-902-3526  | florencechamber.com 
Deadline is August 31st at 5pm to be included on the map. 

88tthh  AAnnnnuuaall

Florence Area

September 1100  -1122, 202211
How To Participate

The fee to participate is $20. An ad for the Community Wide Garage Sale with a map of all participation 
sales will be published in the Siuslaw News on September 4th and 8th. Because of print deadlines, 

the registration deadline is 5pm Tuesday August 31 2021. 

You will also receive two official Community Wide Garage Sale signs as well as a tip sheet on how to have a great 
sale. Maps will be available in the Siuslaw News, online and at the Florence Visitors Center. 

Please post signs only on private property with the owner’s consent.  
Posting signs on City utility poles, street or signal light poles, and median strips is against the municipal code. 
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FRIDAY / 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2021
12:00 PM TO 6:00 PM
TOP HOT RODS &
CLASSIC CARS TO SHINE
Port of Siuslaw Parking Lot - 1st and Nopal 
Historic Old Town Florence Pre-show 
Stand-around, Registration & Check-in
*Particpants roll in to pck up registration packets 
and glam bags.

SATURDAY / 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2021
7:00 AM
Participant Gate Opens - Enter only at the 
bridge on Bay St.
*Have your registration card available, or park 
outside and check-in or register at stage area

9:00 AM TO 4:00 PM
• Car Show  • Cool Music
• Raffl e Tickets for Sale - Winner pulled 
every half hour
• 50/50 Raffl e

4:00 PM
• Merchant Awards, People’s Choice & Best 
of Show Presentation
*Vote for Best of Show or People’s Choice - Turn in 
ballot by 3pm

4:15 PM
• Cruise in Historic Old Town Florence, 
cool sights, awesome sounds!
*Low and slow is the goal.

FLORENCE’S 13TH ANNUAL CAR SHOW

rodsnrhodies.org
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FREE Dog Park for all customers to use.

2021 Toyota Tundra SR5
Double Cab, Bedliner, 5.7L, Auto
Stock# 17360 $38,128

C A R S ,  T R U C KS  &  S U V  S P E C I A L SC A R S ,  T R U C KS  &  S U V  S P E C I A L S

Photos for illustration only, Stop by and see our selection today!

HWY. 101   |   2001 N. BAYSHORE DR. COOS BAY, OR   |   800-334-8696  •  541-267-3121

2021 Toyota Avalon XLE Hybrid
Moonroof
Stock#17350

2021Toyota Highlander XLE
Leather, Moonroof
Stock# 17341

2021 Ford Ecosport SE
Only 700 miles
Stock# P6636B

2021 Toyota Tacoma SR Access Cab
Automatic
Stock# 17372

2019 Chevrolet Suburban Premier
39K Miles
Stock# P6651

$39,423 $44,218

NEWNEW

44 
MPG

NEWNEW NEWNEW

LABOR DAY SAVINGS
$69,987$26,503

NEWNEW

$23,987


